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219 Gardner Road 

Demolition ï September 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:  219 Gardner Road  

Applicant:  219 Gardner Road LLC  

Building Type:  House  

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

             

 

   

 
     

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
Gardner Road was first laid out in 1883, and not long after, 219 Gardner Road was constructed circa 1887 after the land 

was sold to William B. and Abby J. Strong the same year. Strong was the president of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 

Railroad Company, and had an office at 95 Milk Street in Boston. The 1887 deed stated that no dwelling could be 

constructed on the lot that was less than $5,000, and that no house, outbuilding or stable shall be placed within 36 feet of 

Tappan Street. The Strong family complied with the deed, and house was situated on the center of the corner lot, as it was 

outlined at that time. Shortly after purchasing the land, the Strongs sold off a portion of the lot to their daughter, Ellen 

Burdett, which became 213 Gardner Road. Both 213 and 219 Gardner were constructed at the same time, and though 

quite different in design, were drafted by notable architect, Herbert Langford Warren 

 

Warren was born in England in 1857, and was brought to the area with his family as an infant. From 1879 to 1884 

Langford worked in the office of H. H. Richardson, and achieved the title of chief draftsman. After working abroad and in 

New York, Warren opened an office in Boston in 1886. While abroad, Warren traveled and studied architecture in 

England, which presumably influenced many designs, including 219 Gardner Road, after his return. Warren was the dean 

of the architecture program at Harvard and helped develop its curriculum, as well as the president for many years of the 

Society of Arts and Crafts, Boston; a style he is credited as being influential in the development of. For the design of 219 

Gardner Road, Warren diverted from the more conventional designs in the area of the 1880s, such as 213 Gardner Road, 

perhaps at the request of Strong. Just early for its time, the large stucco 2 ½ story dwelling features a notable slate 

overhanging hip roof with brackets below, and a classical front entrance, almost hidden from street view from Gardner 

Road. A stone terrace and balustrade is positioned in front of the Gardner Road façade and wraps around the left side; a 

rounded multi window corner bay faces the corner of Gardner Road and Tappan Street. 

 



Page 2 of 10 

219 Gardner Road 

Demolition ï September 2020 

In 1900, Strong permitted the construction of three dormers and the finishing of interior attic space. The Strongs sold the 

property to their daughter Ellen Burdett after they moved to Wisconsin in 1909; Burdett did not own the property very 

long as she sold it to Paul E. Fitzpatrick, a Boston dry goods merchant, and his wife Alice in 1914. The same year 

Fitzpatrick had a large carriage house, with livable space for the familyôs chauffeur, constructed. While technically used 

as a separate dwelling unit since its creation, the first thirty years being specifically occupied by the chauffeur of the 

Fitzpatrick family, the carriage house remained on 219 Gardner Roadôs property until the lot was officially subdivided in 

2009 by the previous owner, Ronnie Sugarman; the new lot was given the address 189 Tappan Street.  

 

The house at 219 Gardner Road meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The house at 219 Gardner Road retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 
Aerial view of 219 Gardner Road, looking east. 
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Aerial view of 219 Gardner Road, looking north. 

 

Aerial view of 219 Gardner Road, looking west. 
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Aerial view of 219 Gardner Road, looking south. 

 

 
Photograph of the front elevation and entry 


